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SUBJECT: WASH POST CORRESPONDENT PLANS ARTICLE 
HIGHLY CRITICAL OP ROKG 

1 . TOKYO-BASED WASH POST CORRESPONDENT DON OBERDORFER 
INPORMED DCM JULY 18 THAT INTENDS TO PILE FROM 

SEOUL IN-DEPTH STORY ON ROK DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
SITUATION AND ITS IMPLICATIONS POR US-ROK RELATIONS. 
JUDGING FROM NATURE OP HIS QUESTIONS, AND HIS COLD AND 
UNEMOTIONAL COMMENTS ABOUT KOREAN DEVELOPMENTS AND 
MORAL ISSUES INVOLVED, OBERDORPER HAS IN MIND STORY 
HIGHLY CRITICAL OP ROKG POR ITS REPRESSIVE ACTIONS 
AND OF USG FOR CONTINUING PROVIDE MILITARY AND 
ECONOMIC AID. 

2. DCM REMINDED OBERDORPER THAT IN PRESENT ATMOSPHERE 
TO PILE STORY PROM SEOUL REELECTING HIS EXPRESSED 
ATTITUDES WOULD RUN ENHANCED RISK OF ROKG ACTION FOR 
VIOLATION OF EMERGENCY MEASURES, INCLUDING POSSIBILITY 
OP ARREST OR DEPORTATION. OBERDORPER REPLIED THAT HE 
PELT IT HIS DUTY AS JOURNALIST NOT TO DELAY TIMELY 
TRANSMISSION OF ANALYSIS ON SUBJECT OP MAJOR AND GROWING 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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SUGGESTED TO HIS HEADQUARTERS THAT HE SHOULD DELAY 
PLANNED TRIP TO SEOUL TO COVER JAPANESE CABINET CRISIS, 
REPLY HAD BEEN THAT HE SHOULD PROCEED TO SEOUL BECAUSE 
WASH POST MORE INTERESTED IN KIND OF REPORT HE MIGHT 
DEVELOP HERE.) 

3. DCM GOT IMPRESSION OBERDOREER NOT RELUCTANT TO HAVE 
AUTHORITIES TAKE SOME ACTION AGAINST HIM. HE HOPES TO 
MEET DEADLINE FOR WASH POST SUNDAY JULY 28 ISSUE, BUT 
INTENDS REMAIN SEOUL UNTIL MIDDLE NEXT WEEK. 

HABIB 
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